Cultural Notes

Chinese Names

In Chinese, the surname goes before the first name.
Characters in surnames have lost their original meanings.
5k Zhang, X Wang, # Li, # Zhao, % Chén are the top five most commonly used
Chinese surnames.
®  Chinese first names are often given by the parents or grandparents.
' A Chinese first name has one or two characters.
The first name often implies meaningful ideas, such as the family’s expectations for
the child, a significant event, a certain time, etc.
E.g: Wang Erhli  (&r—the second child, ht—tiger, for male)
Xie Dongmei (dong-born in winter, méi-sister, for female)

[ { Chinese Surnames )- ™

The book Surnames of a Hundred Families, written more
than 1,000 years ago, records 438 surnames. Among
them, 408 are single-word surnames and 30 are double-
word surnames.

® The first surname listed in the book is # Zhdo because
the surname of the Emperor of Song was A

¢ More than 100 million people have the surname &
Zhang, making it the most popular surname.

: ® The top ten surnames are Zhang, Wang, Li, Zhao,
) %’{.ﬁi A\ z{.ﬁi Chén, Yang, WG, Lid, Huang, and Zhou. They belong
kto 40% of the Chinese population. /
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